Al-Biruni Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences
AL- Vol. 6, No. 1, 2025, pp. 1-8 ND
ISSN 3104-8900 e el
BIRUNI s S

https://al-biruni-journal.jo 2 '.;:'

A Theoretical Examination of Collective Identity Formation in
Contemporary Societies via Ideology and Social Dynamics

SUFIAN TAWFIQ

@ Department of Political Science, College of arts, Al- Yarmouk university, Email: sofianbaniamer58@gmail.com

* Corresponding Author : sofianbaniamer58@gmail.com

ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Ideology is a basic idea that stands for the thought processes and

Article history viewpoints that direct the actions of both individuals and groups. It is
Received June 02, 2025 essential to the formation of collective identities in contemporary society.
ii‘ééﬁg;‘jﬂfyo&z%gg) Ideological frameworks have a major impact on social dynamics, which
' include processes of change, stability, and interaction among many social

forces. These processes help to develop, maintain, or alter group identities

Keywords over time. With an emphasis on how ideology affects the development,
Ideology; ili Ut £ collective i . ithin the f K of
Social Dynamics: stability, or evo ution of collective identity within the ramework o
Intellectual Structure: contemporary society, this study attempts to offer a thorough examination
Collective Identities of the relationship between ideology and social dynamics. Based on an

examination of fundamental ideas and both traditional and modern
theories found in the domains of social theory and social psychology, the
study drew upon theoretical analysis and a review of specialist literature.
According to the study's findings, ideology is crucial in establishing
shared beliefs and viewpoints and plays a major part in maintaining a
group's identity or starting transition processes. Additionally, the analysis
showed how ideology interacts with political and cultural elements to
help groups better solidify or modify their identities in accordance with
historical and social trends. Gaining an understanding of ideology is
crucial for elucidating the processes of collective identity stability and
change, which improves the researcher's capacity to conduct theoretically
sound analyses of social phenomena.

This is an open-access article under the CC-BY-SA license.

1. Introduction

In contemporary civilizations, ideology is a basic idea that is essential to forming social
structures and directing group behavior. It is a frame of reference that defines the views and
standards that people and groups hold, impacting their choices and actions with relation to social,
political, and cultural concerns [1]. It is not just a collection of ideas or beliefs. Moreover, one of
the main tenets that establishes the character of social groups, conveys people's ties to groups with
particular cultural or historical characteristics, and fosters harmony and unity within the social
structure is collective identity [2].

Understanding the intricate interplay between ideology and social dynamics is crucial to the
process of forming and solidifying collective identity, which is why this study is important. Many
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social phenomena, including social development processes, conflicts, and internal divides in
contemporary societies, can be explained by an understanding of how ideology interacts with
cultural, political, and historical elements to build collective identities [3].

There is a known gap in current research regarding understanding how ideology interacts with
social dynamics in a comprehensive and integrated theoretical manner, despite the fact that
sociology and social psychology have conducted a variety of studies that have addressed ideology
and collective identity separately [4]. Few theoretical studies apply theoretical models that
accurately describe identity formation processes in many contexts, while the majority of research
concentrates on the practical or field-based approach [5].

Through a review of pertinent classical and modern theories and a discussion of theoretical
models that frame this relationship, this research seeks to provide a specialized theoretical analysis
that helps to clarify the mechanisms through which ideology influences the formation of collective
identity. By offering a theoretical viewpoint that methodically connects the idea of ideology and
social dynamics, the research also aims to close the knowledge gap and advance the theoretical
comprehension of collective social phenomena.

1.1. Literature Review
1.1.1. Definition and Types of Ideological Concepts

In order to understand social reality and direct collective action, the researcher first defined
ideology as a collection of conceptualizations and intellectual models that serve as a structural
reference for both individuals and communities. Based on the contributions of both Marx and
Bergson, this definition views ideology as a reflection of economic relations in their classical
framework. It has, meanwhile, also developed in contemporary thought to encompass modern
forms that uphold tradition and consolidate authority, such as political, religious, cultural, and
hegemonic ideologies [6].

The division of ideologies into conservative, progressive, nationalist, and religious categories
captures their diversity as well as the variations in their roles and goals in forming society [7].

1.1.2. Fundamental Theories of Collective Identity Concepts

Conversely, the study concentrates on the idea of collective identity as the framework that
establishes a person's membership in a specific group, as well as the subjective and physical factors
that influence collective consciousness, whether it be political, religious, cultural, or ethnic. The
researcher looked at the fundamental theories that explain this idea, such as social identity theory
(Tajfel & Turner), which holds that grouping people together and highlighting their differences
from one another helps to create a sense of loyalty and belonging. In contrast, structural theory
stresses the significance of cultural and historical background and concentrates on the social and
symbolic structures that form the basis of identity [8].

Critical theory, especially Frankford's theory, plays a significant role in elucidating how
ideology establishes frameworks that explain group heterogeneity and convergence as well as
imposing and shaping identity categories [9].

1.1.3. Social Thought Theories of Collective Identity Formation

This section presents theoretical frameworks that describe the formation process, such as
social identity theory, which explains how ideological attitudes and ideas impact processes of
differentiation and belonging and connects psychological and social processes.
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Textual analysis and symbolic structures are two examples of structural models that show how
narratives, cultural symbols, and group behaviors that emphasize the existence of ideology are used
to form identity [10].

Critical theories, especially Marxist ones, stress that ideology is a means of reproducing power
and influence and that collective identity is created in the midst of conflict between social and class
forces.

A collection of theoretical frameworks that examined the connection between ideology and
collective identity was reviewed in terms of pertinent theoretical research, including studies that
examined the ways in which ideology reshapes collective consciousness through institutions of
media, education, religion, and other fields.

These studies show how historical context, as well as cultural and political factors, are
important in helping us better understand how collective identity evolves and shifts in response to
social and ideological shifts [11].

Studies of discourse analysis and the function of social media in forming and reconstructing
collective identity within the framework of contemporary ideologies are the main areas of inquiry
within the framework of contemporary theories.

Therefore, a multi-level study that integrates the interaction of theoretical concepts and
analytical models is necessary to comprehend the relationship between ideology and collective
identity. It should be highlighted that all of these theories stress that ideology is a dynamic process
that both impacts and is influenced by social and cultural factors, rather than just being a static
intellectual framework. Furthermore, the interplay between ideology and collective identity is
linked and results in the establishment of collective identity [12].

2.1. Ideological Theories and How They Affect Society

An essential starting point for comprehending the formation of societal views, values, and
beliefs is ideological theory. This is accomplished by looking at the views of philosophers such as
Marx, Merdukal, Foucault, and others who highlighted the fundamental role that ideology plays in
forming social behavior and collective consciousness. This section emphasizes how ideology is
more than just personal convictions; it is a system of morals and institutions that dictate a way of
thinking, establish the positions of people and groups, and shape how social relations are structured
[13].

2.2. Identity Formation and Social Dynamics

As groups interact with their surroundings and redefine themselves over time through their
conflicts and interactions with the social environment, the social context is crucial to the process of
collective identity formation, according to social categorization theory (Richard Hall, Otto
Sharman). In order to explain how identity changes depending on social interactions and cultural
situations, this section focuses on ideas that relate social dynamics—such as conflict, transition, and
social change—to the formation of group identity [14].

2.3. The Connection Between Collective Identity and Ideology

knowledge how the norms, values, and symbols that define collective identity are established
and preserved requires a knowledge of the link between ideology and collective identity. While
highlighting the fact that ideology can be a weapon for power, positioning, or change depending on
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the situation, many theoretical frameworks, like social identity theory, stress that ideology gives
groups the reference standards to which they identify and strengthens their sense of belonging. The
degree to which ideology and collective consciousness intersect in the formation of the collective
self and self-image is highlighted in this section [15].

2.4. Theoretical Frameworks for the Formation of Collective Identity

Turner and Sedgwick's social identity theory highlights the significance of ideology in
establishing classification standards and promoting internal cohesion. It describes how collective
identities are created through the processes of classification, attachment, and belonging. The
network of social relationships, cultural trends, and institutional frameworks that make up the
framework for identity development are the main emphasis of structural models.

Critical theories: According to these theories, ideology mediates the reproduction of power
dynamics, and depending on the situation, collective identity can either be used as a tool for
identification or resistance [16].

3.1. Ideology's Fundamental Function in Creating Collective Identity

In order to convert values and principles into knowledge systems that strengthen group
cohesion and direct group behavior, ideology is not just a collection of beliefs, as this section
explains. Alongside this is an evaluation of the ways in which ideologies—political, religious, or
cultural—play a part in establishing boundaries, establishing points of reference, and promoting a
sense of belonging. The approach emphasizes how ideology serves as a unifying factor, helping to
create a group's collective self-image and solidifying its identity in the face of both internal and
external obstacles. It suggests that historical context, political balances, and cultural substance all
have a big impact on this process [17].

3.2. The Interaction of Political, Cultural, and Ideological Aspects

This section looks at the ways in which ideology interacts with more general cultural elements
that support the cultural economy and the development of collective mentalities, such as language,
symbols, and customs and traditions. It also looks at how official institutions and political systems
contribute to the modification or consolidation of various ideologies. Hegemonic theories and
Foucault's theory of power and knowledge are two examples of theoretical frameworks that
emphasize dominance and power in the creation of knowledge and the shaping of collective
identity. The analysis shows that, depending on the context of prevailing forces and cultural
elements, the interplay of ideology with these factors results in renewed outcomes that either
preserve or alter collective identity [18].

3.3. Social Dynamics' Effect on the Consistency and Variability of Collective Identity

Understanding how social dynamics—Ilike conflict processes, economic shifts, and political
upheavals—affect or drive collective identity change is the main goal of this criterion. Social
theoretical theories like "conflict theory" and "social change theory," which emphasize how group
disputes and competition, as well as technical and economic advancements, result in the
reformulation or fragmentation of identity, help to refine the analysis. The study shows that the
degree to which ideology interacts with these processes determines the likelihood of identity change
and that harmony between ideology, the social environment, and collective awareness is necessary
for the stability of collective identity. Furthermore, it illustrates how social dynamics can result in
identity reconstruction or reconceptualization that is compatible with contemporary advancements,
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underscoring the significance of theoretical frameworks for comprehending this without relying on
field applications [19].

4.1. Findings from the Model and Theory Analysis

According to the study, ideology is an organized normative system that is founded on a
complex interplay with other factors, including politics and culture, rather than just being a reference
to collective norms and ideas. ldeology, according to social identity theories, is a key factor in
forming connections, expressing degrees of agreement or disagreement between various groups, and
assisting in the strengthening or weakening of group unity. While critical theories help us
understand how ideology is utilized as a weapon of power and influence in the construction and
transformation of identity, structuralist models emphasize how ideology helps to redefine roles and
reshape social structures.

The theory's findings show that, depending on the positions of the various groups and how they
view the sources of power and influence, the effectiveness of ideology is contingent upon its
capacity to adjust to social dynamics and its attempts to either foster unity or spark conflict [20].

4.2. Describing the ways in which ideology either supports or undermines the
cohesiveness of collective identity

By creating common norms and ideas and offering uniform references that promote belonging
and communication, analysis demonstrates that ideology, when formed from unified intellectual or
symbolic systems, strengthens the cohesiveness of collective identity. Because they serve as
dependable benchmarks in the face of adversity, these beliefs have the potential to promote social
stability, particularly when they align with historical and cultural circumstances.

But research also demonstrates that ideology may be a catalyst for challenge or change,
especially during times of crisis or transition, inspiring groups to seek drastic change or reevaluate
their identities. Ideologies that are revolutionary or inventive, for instance, demolish conventional
units and promote the reconstruction of collective identity to accommodate changing circumstances.
Therefore, the quality, adaptability, and location of ideology with regard to power and dominating
elites determine how it affects communal cohesiveness [21].

4.3. Historical and Cultural Background's Impact on Dynamics

The degree to which ideology and social dynamics impact collective identity is largely
determined by historical and cultural contexts. Wars, revolutions, and colonialism are examples of
critical historical contexts that alter ideological frames of reference and revitalize ideas of unity and
belonging in accordance with the historical era. A collective identity is also reshaped as a result of
cultural obstacles including cross-cultural exchanges and shifts in worldviews, which combine with
ideology to direct collective reactions [22].

The analyses show that the framework in which the kind of ideology and its influence on
collective identity arises and is developed is historical and cultural. The influence of ideologies,
which frequently reflect a direct response to or challenge to the particular circumstances and
problems of that period, causes prevailing ideas of belonging and identity to vary during times of
upheaval, such as revolutions or national movements. For instance, nationalist or liberationist ideas
help bring people together, but when cultural knowledge grows or outside influences shape how
people define themselves, they may be challenged or transformed [23].
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On the other hand, groups embrace conservative or conservative ideals during times of relative
peace or stability, which strengthens the stability of collective identity and lessens the possibility of
drastic change. In addition to reflecting the dynamics of power and authority in society, the
interplay between ideology and culture also results in the development of uniform or contradictory
patterns of collective identity.

Given this, one could contend that ideology is malleable and susceptible to shifts in the
historical and geographic environment rather than being rigid or absolute. This demonstrates that
the social dynamics involved in the development of a collective identity are a dynamic process that
involves interactions between historical information, cultural elements, and ideology. Thus,
comprehending these relationships offers a theoretical framework for future research on any social
process pertaining to collective identity and enables a better interpretation of social development
[24].

This study emphasizes how crucial the results are to comprehending the deep elements
influencing the development of collective identity in contemporary communities. The study showed
that, depending on various cultural and historical situations, ideology is a potent force that directly
affects social dynamics and either strengthens or weakens collective unity. It is not only an
intellectual framework. The process of collective identity development is greatly impacted by a
variety of ideologies, which help to shape shared visions and direct social attitudes, as was shown
through an examination of both classical and modern views. This has a significant impact on how
stable or resilient a society is to social change.

The study also showed that historical and cultural settings play an important role in explaining
how ideology and collective identity interact, offering a theoretical foundation for a better
comprehension of the processes that cause group identities to change or remain stable. Among the
conclusions is that, given the difficulties brought about by swift social and political change, an
examination of ideological processes is still necessary to comprehend the elements of contemporary
society.

This work adds significantly to the theoretical library of sociology by broadening our
understanding of the formation of collective identity and how it interacts with social factors. This
creates a wide range of opportunities for future field and applied research to better comprehend the
societal changes that are taking place. The study findings emphasize the significance of further
research in this area in order to give scholars and experts the theoretical resources they need to
tackle the difficulties of fostering societal cohesion in a world that is changing.

Author Contribution: All authors contributed equally to the main contributor to this paper. All authors read
and approved the final paper.

Funding: “This research received no external funding”

Conflicts of Interest: “The authors declare no conflict of interest.”

[1] Beck, U., “The Cosmopolitan Turn in Sociology: New Perspectives on Globality and Identity,”
Saciology, vol. 54, no. 2, pp. 221-235, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1177/0038026120902647

[2] Bagguley, P., “Political Ideologies and Collective Identity,” Political Geography, vol. 81, 2020, 102228,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.polge0.2020.102228

A Theoretical Examination of Collective Identity Formation in Contemporary Societies via ldeology and Social
Dynamics


https://al-biruni-journal.jo/
https://doi.org/10.1177/0038026120902647
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.polgeo.2020.102228

Al-Biruni Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

https://al-biruni-journal.jo @
ISSN 3104-8900 Sy Mo

Vol. 2, No. 1, 2025, pp. 1-8

[3] Celik, I., & Kiiskii, E., “Social Identity Theory and Its Application to Political Behavior,” Journal of
Sacial and  Political Psychology,  vol. 8, no. 1, pp. 376-392, 2020,
https://doi.org/10.5964/jspp.v8il.1292

[4] Chen, L., & Zhao, X., “Narratives and Ideology in Social Movements,” Social Movement Studies, vol.
19, no. 4, pp. 420-435, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1080/14742837.2020.1749594

[5] D'Ancona, V., “Cultural Factors and Collective Identity Formation in Contemporary Society,”
Sociology of Culture, vol. 2, no. 3, pp. 221-238, 2021, https://doi.org/10.3233/SOC-210576

[6] Davies, C., “The Role of Ideology in Social Stability and Change,” Journal of Sociology, vol. 56, no. 3,
pp. 410427, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1177/1440783320911513

[7] Diaz, J., & Hendricks, A., “Social Movements and Collective Identity: The Impact of Digital Media,”
New Media & Society, vol. 22, no. 5, pp. 763-779, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1177/1461444820923549

[8] Edwards, B., & Rose, S., “Influence of Political Ideologies on Group Identity in Postmodern Societies,”
Political Psychology, vol. 41, no. 2, pp. 213-231, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1111/pops.12633

[9] Fuchs, C., “Digital Ideology and the Reconfiguration of Social Identity,” Information, Communication
& Society, vol. 23, no. 2, pp. 202-220, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1080/1369118X.2020.1719518

[10] Garcia, R., & Lee, K., “The Impact of Cultural Narratives on Collective Identity,” Journal of Cultural
Analysis and Social Change, vol. 5, no. 4, pp. 543-560, 2020,
https://doi.org/10.3727/259338320X15938146854068

[11] Gellner, E., “Modernity, Nationalism, and Collective Identity,” Nations and Nationalism, vol. 26, no. 4,
pp. 911-927, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1111/nana.12514

[12] Ghannam, F., “Identity Politics and Social Movements in the Digital Age,” Global Society, vol. 34, no.
1, pp. 89-105, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1080/13600826.2020.1780311

[13] Gray, M., “The Role of Ideology and Narrative in Shaping Collective Memory,” Memory Studies, vol.
13, no. 3, pp. 392-406, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1177/1750698020922588

[14] Halis, S., & Ozdemir, E., “Socio-political Factors and Identity Formation in Modern Societies,” Social
Science Journal, vol. 57, no. 2, pp. 115-130, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.s0scij.2020.03.002

[15] Harris, P., “The Impact of Ideology on Social Cohesion,” Sociology Compass, vol. 14, no. 3, e12871,
2020, https://doi.org/10.1111/s0c4.12871

[16] Johnson, M., & Smith, R., “Religion, Ideology, and Collective Identity in Contemporary Societies,”
Religion, State & Society, vol. 48, no. 2, pp. 179-193, 2020,
https://doi.org/10.1080/09637494.2020.1727984

[17] Khan, A., & White, S., “Media Narratives and the Construction of Collective Identity,” Journal of
Communication, vol. 70, no. 4, pp. 467-485, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1093/joc/jgaa011

[18] Lee, J., & Carter, H., “Social Identity and Political Polarization in the Digital Age,” New Media &
Society, vol. 22, no. 7, pp. 1173-1190, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1177/1461444820915943

[19] Liu, Q., & Zhang, Y., “Ideological Shifts and Identity Politics in East Asia,” Asian Journal of Social
Science, vol. 48, no. 67, pp. 627-649, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1163/15685314-04807005

[20] 20. Martin, A., “The Dynamics of Collective Identity in Social Movements,” Sociological Perspectives,
vol. 63, no. 4, pp. 453-471, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1177/0731121420922217

[21] Nguyen, P., “Postcolonial Ideologies and Identity Formation,” Journal of Postcolonial Studies, vol. 33,
no. 3, pp. 347-362, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1080/17442007.2020.1744994

[22] Patel, S., & Kumar, R., “The Role of Cultural Narratives in Shaping Collective Identity,” Journal of
Cultural Sociology, vol. 4, no. 2, pp. 189-204, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1177/1749975520916230

A Theoretical Examination of Collective Identity Formation in Contemporary Societies via Ideology and Social
Dynamics


https://al-biruni-journal.jo/
https://doi.org/10.5964/jspp.v8i1.1292
https://doi.org/10.1080/14742837.2020.1749594
https://doi.org/10.3233/SOC-210576
https://doi.org/10.1177/1440783320911513
https://doi.org/10.1177/1461444820923549
https://doi.org/10.1111/pops.12633
https://doi.org/10.1080/1369118X.2020.1719518
https://doi.org/10.3727/259338320X15938146854068
https://doi.org/10.1111/nana.12514
https://doi.org/10.1080/13600826.2020.1780311
https://doi.org/10.1177/1750698020922588
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.soscij.2020.03.002
https://doi.org/10.1111/soc4.12871
https://doi.org/10.1080/09637494.2020.1727984
https://doi.org/10.1093/joc/jqaa011
https://doi.org/10.1177/1461444820915943
https://doi.org/10.1163/15685314-04807005
https://doi.org/10.1177/0731121420922217
https://doi.org/10.1080/17442007.2020.1744994
https://doi.org/10.1177/1749975520916230

Al-Biruni Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences
https://al-biruni-journal.jo S~

...........

Vol. 2, No. 1, 2025, pp. 1-8 ISSN 3104-8900

[23] Rees, R., “The Social Construction of Ideology and Its Effect on Group Identity,” European Journal of
Social Theory, vol. 24, no. 1, pp. 45-62, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1177/1368431019855828

[24] Sanchez, M., & Lopez, A., “Nationalism, Ideology, and Collective Identity in Latin America,” Latin
American Perspectives, vol. 47, no. 4, pp. 102-118, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1177/0094582X20923955

[25] Shaw, C., & Williams, D., “Social Movements, Collective Identity, and Ideological Framing,”
Mobilization, vol. 25, no. 2, pp. 157-172, 2020, https://doi.org/10.17813/amor.2020.612

[26] Singh, P., & Das, S., “The Impact of Political Ideology on Group Identity in India,” Asian Journal of
Political Science, vol. 28, no. 1, pp. 95-110, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1080/02185377.2020.1734620

[27] Thompson, P., “Identity Politics and Power Dynamics,” Contemporary Sociology, vol. 49, no. 2, pp.
183-193, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1177/0094392119894314

[28] Wilson, G., & Lee, K., “Narrative Strategies and Collective Identity Construction,” Journal of Narrative
Politics, vol. 3, no. 1, pp. 28-42, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1080/26129292.2020.1735857

[29] Zhang, L., & Wang, Y., “Ideology, Identity, and Social Change in China,” Modern China, vol. 46, no.
5, pp. 519-543, 2020, https://doi.org/10.1177/0097700420951704

A Theoretical Examination of Collective Identity Formation in Contemporary Societies via ldeology and Social
Dynamics


https://al-biruni-journal.jo/
https://doi.org/10.1177/1368431019855828
https://doi.org/10.1177/0094582X20923955
https://doi.org/10.17813/amor.2020.612
https://doi.org/10.1080/02185377.2020.1734620
https://doi.org/10.1177/0094392119894314
https://doi.org/10.1080/26129292.2020.1735857
https://doi.org/10.1177/0097700420951704

	1. Introduction
	1.1. Literature Review
	1.1.1. Definition and Types of Ideological Concepts
	1.1.2. Fundamental Theories of Collective Identity Concepts
	1.1.3. Social Thought Theories of Collective Identity Formation


	2. Theoretical Framework
	2.1. Ideological Theories and How They Affect Society
	2.2. Identity Formation and Social Dynamics
	2.3. The Connection Between Collective Identity and Ideology
	2.4. Theoretical Frameworks for the Formation of Collective Identity

	3. Examination of Theories and Concepts
	3.1. Ideology's Fundamental Function in Creating Collective Identity
	3.2. The Interaction of Political, Cultural, and Ideological Aspects
	3.3. Social Dynamics' Effect on the Consistency and Variability of Collective Identity

	4. Results and Discussion
	4.1. Findings from the Model and Theory Analysis
	4.2. Describing the ways in which ideology either supports or undermines the cohesiveness of collective identity
	4.3. Historical and Cultural Background's Impact on Dynamics

	5. Conclusion
	6. References

