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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

In this paper, we explore the Jeffrey Epstein case from the perspective of Freudian
Avrticle history psychoanalysis Using the interaction of libido drives, power structures, and the
Received Jan 10. 2026 patterns of episodic deviance of elites as our starting point, we ask how the
Revised Jan 12 12026 psychological drive meets the socially produced environment and as a result, the

Accepted March 05, 2026 deviant pattern continues.

We conduct a qualitative documentary analysis based on the following court case
files, civil litigation records, investigative journalism and other materials of the

Keywords US Department of Justice. Our work is not a clinical diagnosis, instead it takes
Psychoanalysis; certain psychoanalytic terms as hermeneutic devices to understand behavioral
Frgaud; . patterns in the context of elites.

Elite Deviance; . o o ) )
Power Structures; The theoretical framework is built on the Motivational Dominance Model in
Sexual Deviance; Power Contexts, which integrates three dimensions: Freudian motivational
Jeffrey Epstein; structures (id, ego, superego), contextual power dynamics such as political
Political Psychology; influence and perceived impunity, and psychological defense mechanisms
Moral Disengagement. including rationalization and denial.

The findings suggest that the interaction between intense instinctual drives,
weakened moral regulation, and enabling power networks facilitated the
persistence of deviant behavior. The study contributes a psycho-social framework
for analyzing elite deviance and offers a conceptual model applicable to similar
cases of power-related misconduct.

which depends on the external reinforcement that diminished the impact of the
superego. The psychological defense mechanisms contributed to justify the
behaviour and create a moral detachment from the resulting harm.

The research, moreover, conducted a comparative analysis with Harvey
Weinstein, shoinwg the similarities in the power influence, the local networks,
and the psychological mechanisms, while acknowledging the differences in power
dynamics and victims. This highlights the validity of the motivational hegemony
model as a multi-level framework for understanding deviance in the various
power contexts. Therefore, the research concluded that prolonged sexual deviance
in the power settings is not merely the result of internal motivations, but rather the
result of a complex interaction between the id, the superego, the power structure,
and the institutional cover. This provides a comprehensive theoretical and
analytical framework for studying similar cases in the future.
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1. Introduction

The Jeffrey Epstein case represents one of the most controversial scandals in
contemporary legal and social history, not only because of the nature of the crimes
involved but also because of the networks of political, economic, and social influence
surrounding it. This complexity makes the case particularly suitable for
multidisciplinary interpretation.

This study analyzes the case through Freud’s psychoanalytic framework, focusing on
libido, the structural model of personality (id, ego, and superego), and psychological
defense mechanisms. The aim is to examine how internal motivations interact with
elite power structures to enable persistent forms of deviant behavior. The study begins
from the premise that understanding deviant behavior among highly influential figures
requires analysis beyond observable behavior to the unconscious motivational
structures which may reform the relationship between the desire and the power.

This study derives its significance from its attempt to connect classical psychoanalytic
theory with a contemporary socio-political phenomenon. This allows for a re-reading
of the concept of deviance not only as a criminal act, but also as a psychological
structure which interacts with social conditions that offer immunity or fuel a sense of
absolute power. It also strives to explore the relationship between the potential
pathological narcissism, the search for control and the reproduction of dominance via
the networks of influence. Nevertheless, it acknowledges its methodological and ethical
limitations which is any psychological analysis of a personality that has not undergone
direct clinical evaluation remains hypothetical and theoretical, and cannot be
considered a medical diagnosis. Therefore, it depends on a documentary analysis of the
available general data, and on projecting Freud's concepts as interpretive instruments
rather than the definitive judgments.

Accordingly, the main research question revolves around the following:

To what extent can the theory of Freudian psychoanalytic illustrate the overlap
between the sexual desire, the exercise of power, and the deviant patterns in the
Jeffrey Epstein’s case?

According to this, several sub-questions can be raised, the most important of
which are:

The sub-questions of the research:

1. How do the instinctual motives (the id) interact with the internal moral
structures (the superego) in forming Epstein's deviant behaviour?
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2. What role do the psychological defense mechanisms (justification, denial,
projection, dissociation) play in supporting Epstein to practice the deviant
behavior without feeling guilty?

3. How has the social and political impact contributed to enhancing the ability to
engage in the deviant behaviour on a continuing basis?

4. To what extent can Epstein's deviant behaviour patterns be illustrated by
psychosexual fixation in the early developmental levels?

5. What are the dynamics of the authoritarian reinforcement loop and how do they
impact the escalation of the deviant behavior?

6. How can the classical psychoanalysis be combined with the social and political
aspects to offer a comprehensive explanation of Epstein's behaviour?

7. What lessons can be learnt for applying this model to other cases of the power-
related deviance?

The aim of the research

This study aims to achieve a set of the scientific and analytical goals regarding
understanding Jeffrey Epstein’s behaviour from a psycho-social perspective, in view of the
theory of Sigmund Freud’s. The research aims are as follows:

1.

Analyzing the interaction between instinctual drives and internal moral regulation
in Epstein while defining the influence of the id dominance and superego weakness
on the deviant behaviour.

Exploring the defense mechanisms role (such as rationalisation, denial, projection,
and splitting) in enabling Epstein to engage in the sexual deviance without
experiencing guilt.

Evaluating the influence of power and social and political impact on the ongoing of
deviant behaviour, while examining the relationship between influence and the
sense of impunity.

Clarifying the psychosexual fixation role in early developmental levels in
illustrating the recurrent and the sustained deviant behaviour forms.

Analysing the cycle of the authoritarian reinforcement to show how the deviant
behaviour escalates via the interaction between impunity and the reinforcement of
feelings of the superiority and the absolute ability.

Providing an integrated analytical model which connects Freudian theory with the
social and political dynamics, serving as a framework for understanding cases of
power-related deviance more generally.

Suggesting the practical and theoretical recommendations for examining similar
cases in the elite, while reinforcing the understanding of the relationship between
influence and deviance as well as to make a new academic contribution to the field
of the applied psychoanalysis and elite studies.
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Research Significance

This study is important from several perspectives; scientific, theoretical, and applied—
as it strives to understand a complex phenomenon combining the sexual deviance with
the social and political power from an integrated psycho-social perspective, using
Sigmund Freud's theory. Thus, the study's importance can be summarised in the
following points:

1. The theoretical contribution to a modern psychoanalysis.

This study expands the scope of Freudian theory to involve cases of the deviance regarding
the social and political influence, thus reinforce the understanding of how internal
psychological structures affect elite behaviours.

2. A comprehensive understanding of the deviant behavior

The study offers a framework that connects the individual psychological motives,
psychological defense mechanisms and the structural environment of the elite which allow
for a multidimensional understanding of deviant behaviour that exceeds the simple
individual or the legal analysis.

3. The practical and applied Importance

The study's results can be used to improve the strategies for preventing and detecting
power-related abuses early, especifically in institutions dealing with the economic and
political elite.

4. Enhancing the future studies

The proposed conceptual model provides a scientific basis for complete studies on similar
cases, both psychologically and socially. Therefore, enhancing the building of a
comprehensive knowledge base on the relationship between the power and the deviance.

5. The academic and the ethical value

This study highlights the significance of dealing with influential figures in a scientific and
ethical manner, by depending on the public and documentary sources and providing an
analytical reading that does not constitute a clinical diagnosis, yet rather scientific
interpretations based on the academic methodology.

6. Contributing to the integration of scientific disciplines
This study combines the analytical psychology with the social and political philosophy,

broadening new horizons for understanding complex human phenomena throughout a
multidisciplinary perception.

Power, Desire, and Elite Deviance: A Psycho-Social Analysis of the Jeffrey Epstein Case through Freudian Theory
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2. Literature Review

Sociology and political psychology are increasingly focussing on deviance research in elite
power structures. Some authors note that powerful persons in the right position often work
within contexts with almost no accountability and very loose social rules. That kind of
behaviour may be diffidently the one that in the usual situation would be strongly
controlled by the law or other institutions [1][2].

One major theoretical view is C. Wright Mills power elite theory that is used to describe
how political, economic and other forms of authority tend to be in the hands of the same
individuals and the network of their relations. Under such circumstances, a person may
acquire the feeling of being above law and unmindful of the probability of being caught
doing a morally or legally wrong act [3].

Psychological research has demonstrated that power modifies one's moral choices by, for
example, increasing one's willingness to engage in risk, taking and inducing moral
disengagement. The impact of this is even greater when institutional settings allow
privilege to be the norm and at the same time create situations with little or no punishment

[4][5].

To put it simply, Freud's tripartite model of the mind, the id, ego, and superego, serves as a
useful tool for explaining how people can do bad things when their instinctual drives are in
conflict with their conscience [6][7][8]. In situations of privilege, people are likely to
certain defense mechanisms such as rationalizing and denying in attempt to reduce their
inner moral conflict and to justify their misdeeds [9][10].

Even though a great deal of research has focused on elite deviance, very few have tried to
blend psychoanalytic explanations with sociological analyses of power structures. This
paper intends to bridge this gap by looking at the Jeffrey Epstein case through a psycho,
social lens, one that integrates Freudian theory and contemporary studies of elite power
and deviance.

The research hypotheses

This study starts with Sigmund Freud's psychoanalytic theories and seeks to investigate the
case of Jeffrey Epstein as a mere psychoanalytic tool of illustration to the problem of
sexual desire, power, and deviant behavior patterns intertwined with each other.

Hypothesis 1: talks about how instinctual dominance and moral regulation interact with
each other: the overpowering of instinctual drives (id) which leads to the emergence of
deviant behavior even in elite contexts where moral regulation (superego) is either
weakened or selectively applied.

Hypothesis 2: ponders on power structures as enabling environments. It argues that elites'
power networks, institutions' influence, and the sense of being above the law may work as
enabling environments lowering the level of external deterrence and at the same time,
making it easier for deviant behavior to persist.

Power, Desire, and Elite Deviance: A Psycho-Social Analysis of the Jeffrey Epstein Case through Freudian Theory
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Hypothesis 3: Psychological mediation and behavioral persistence
Psychological defense mechanisms such as rationalization, denial, and projection mediate
the relationship between internal drives and observable deviant behavior by reducing moral
tension and maintaining behavioral continuity.

The model of proposed conceptual
Drive-Dominance Model in Power Contexts

First: The main variables in the model

1. The independent variables
a) The structure of Freudian motivates
Libidinal Drive Intensity

The dominance of the id

The weakness of the superego

The presence of psychosexual fixation

b) The authoritarian structural context

The intensity of the elite networks
The possibility of the impunity

The repeated positive reinforcement of the behaviour

2. The mediating variable

Psychological defense mechanisms

3. The dependent variable

The patterns of the deviant behaviour associated with the authority

The repetitive behaviour
The escalating nature

The association with dominance and control

Power, Desire, and Elite Deviance: A Psycho-Social Analysis of the Jeffrey Epstein Case through Freudian Theory
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Denial

Kaila refuses to admit she has an alcohol

Refusing to
because they are unpleasant

Displacement
Transferring inappropriate urges or

problem although she is unable to go a single
day without drinking excessively.

2 During lunch at a restaurant, Mark is angry
at his older brother, but does not express it

behaviors onto a more acceptable
or less threatening target

Projection

and instead is verbally abusive
to the server.

(

Chris often cheats on her boyfriend because

Q

Attributing I.n

o others

onalizati

she suspects he is already cheating on her.

P =

Kim failed his history course because
he did not study or attend class, but he told

Rati
Justllylng behaviors by substnutlng
acceptable reasons for less-acceptable
reasons

tion For

his roommates that he failed because the
professor didn't like him.

Nadia is angry with her coworker Beth for
always arriving late to work after a night of

Reducing

ty by
contrary to your own \ beliefs

partying, but she is nice and agreeable to
Beth and affirms the partying as “cool.”

After failing to pass his doctoral

Reg
Returning to coping strategies for less
mature stages of opment

examinations, Giorgio spends days in bed
cuddling his favorite childhood toy.

a

LaShea cannot remember her grandfather's

Rep
Suppressing painful memories
and thoughts

Sublimation
Redirecting unacoeptable desires

fatal heart attack, although she was present.

r

Jerome's desire for revenge on the
drunk driver who killed his son is channeled

through socially acceptable channels

Figure 3. Defense mechanisms are unconscious protective behaviors that work to

into a community support group for people

who've lost loved ones to drunk driving.

reduce anxiety. (Image Source: OpenStax Psychology, CC BY 4.0)

The model of the analytical structure

This model can be represented as follows:

The motivational structure (id + libido +
fixation)

The authoritarian context (influence +

immunity)

Psychological defense mechanisms
(justification — denial)(

Escalation of
deviant behaviour
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Rationale of the Model

1. The instinctual motives by itself are not enough to produce prolonged deviance.

2. The authority and influence provides an “enabling environment”.

3. The defense mechanisms enable the individual to reform the behaviour
internally.

4. The absence of external deterrence results in the erosion of the superego.

5. The result: the behaviour escalates instead of being contained.

This study suggests a conceptual framework which integrates Freud's psychoanalytic
theory with the behavioural patterns noted in the case of Jeffrey Epstein. It aimis to
understand the interact between the sexual desire, power, and deviant behaviour. This
framework is known as the "motivational dominance model in the context of power,"” since
it provides multi-layered perspectives of the complex behaviours connecting the
psychological motivation and the social action.

Fourth: The expected results

The model predicts the emergence of authority-facilitated the deviant behavior which is
characterised by:

1. The recurrence and escalation of sexual exploitation acts.
2. The utilizing impact to avoid accountability.
3. The integrating deviant behaviour into social identity and power structures.

Fifth: The interactions and the feedback loops

A key feature of the model is the authoritative reinforcement loop:

Enhancing

the feeling
of .

Increasing
the deviant
behaviour

»

Impunity

superiority

This chart explains the cyclical interaction between the psychological motives and the
environmental reinforcement, which illustrates the persistence of the deviant patterns.

Sixth: the theoretical contribution

This framework expands the traditional Freudian theory to the modern social and political
contexts showing how classical concepts can be used to understand the sexual deviance

Power, Desire, and Elite Deviance: A Psycho-Social Analysis of the Jeffrey Epstein Case through Freudian Theory
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within the elite by integrating the internal motivations with the external elements. The
model provides the followings:

1. A scheme that is testable and can be qualitatively analysed.
2. Basis for comparisons between different cases of influence and deviation.
3. A logical basis for the ethical debate on the psychoanalysis of deceased individuals.

3. Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative documentary analysis approach to examine the interaction
between psychological drives and elite power structures in the Jeffrey Epstein case. The
research design relies on publicly available documentary sources rather than direct clinical
observation.

Data Sources
The empirical material analyzed in this study includes:

. Federal court documents and indictments
. Civil lawsuit records and testimonies
. Investigative  journalism  reports  from  major  international  outlets
* Publicly available legal and institutional documents

These materials provide a structured documentary corpus suitable for qualitative analysis.
Analytical Strategy
The analysis follows a three-stage qualitative coding procedure:

1. Open coding: identifying recurring behavioral patterns, references to power
relations, and descriptions of deviant actions within the documentary sources.
2. Thematic coding: organizing the identified elements into conceptual categories
derived from the theoretical framework, including:
o ld dominance
o Superego weakening
o Power structures
o Psychological defense mechanisms
3. Framework analysis: interpreting the coded data within the proposed Motivational
Dominance Model in Power Contexts.

This analytical strategy allows the study to connect psychological variables with structural
power conditions in a systematic manner.

The design of the study

1. Analysing the available legal documents.
2. Examining of journalistic speeches and documented reports.
3. Presenting the relevant public records, letters, and certificates

Power, Desire, and Elite Deviance: A Psycho-Social Analysis of the Jeffrey Epstein Case through Freudian Theory
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This design aims to offer a sufficient database for applying the conceptual framework and
objectively reviewing the hypotheses.

Data collection

Data were collected from multiple documentary sources, including federal court
records, investigative journalism reports, academic studies, and publicly available
testimonies. These materials provide a reliable documentary corpus for qualitative
analysis of the Epstein case.

The analysis tools

This analysis depends on qualitative coding to classify data into specific categories
regarding the conceptual model:

The definition The code The variable

All the activities and BIBEBIL The Id motives
behaviours which reflect

the instinctive motives and

the sexual desire

The attitudes 17| Superego-Weak The weakens of the
behaviours which indicate superego

weak moral control or

disregard for rules

APale cleecss Vel e e Power-Network The influence and power
social, political, and

financial impact networks

Pl Cedieenteintelenizlb Defense-Mechanisms The psychological defense
projection, division mechanisms

Al eleletlnpsanee eS| Deviant-Behaviour The deviant behavior
sexual  behaviours or

control and domination via

authorit

Analysis procedures

1. The initial data review: a comprehensive examination of all documents and
sources to ensure their accuracy and reliability.

2. The data classification according to qualitative coding: placing each event or
behaviour within a particular category according to the conceptual model.

3. Applying the conceptual framework: connecting the observed behaviours to
internal and external variables to determine the relationship between personal
motivations and the context of authority.

Power, Desire, and Elite Deviance: A Psycho-Social Analysis of the Jeffrey Epstein Case through Freudian Theory
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4. Analysing of the feedback loops: examining how the deviant behaviour is
enhanced throughout a sense of impunity and psychological defense
mechanisms.

The ethical considerations

This is due to the fact that this study deals with a deceased person and analyses his
behaviour.

e This research used theoretical and inductive analysis rather than a clinical
diagnosis.

e This research relies merely on the publicly available and the reliable
sources; no private or confidential information was accessed.

e This research adheres to international academic publishing standards
according to the postmortem psychoanalysis.

e The research aims to understand the phenomenon, not to defame the
individual.

The strengths of the methodology

e |t enables a complete understanding of the relationship between the individual
psychology and the structural context of the elite.

e The model can be repeated or applied to similar cases to explore the psychological
patterns of the deviant behaviour related to authority.

e |t achieves integration between the traditional psychoanalysis and the sociological
analysis in the context of studying the deviance.

4. Theoretical Framework: Psychoanalysis and Elite Power

Freud’s structural model of the psyche comprising the id, ego, and superego provides the
psychological foundation of this study. The id represents instinctual drives operating
according to the pleasure principle, the ego mediates between internal impulses and
external reality, and the superego functions as the internalized system of moral regulation
that constrains socially unacceptable behavior [11][12].

While psychological motives illustrate the internal predisposition, the framework also
incorporates the contextual and structural factors, assuming that the behaviour does not
occur in isolation from the environment.

Power and social impact: Accessing to the political and the financial networks
multiplies the ability to involve in the deviant behaviour without immediate
consequences.

Power and social influence constitute key contextual factors shaping individual
behavior. In social psychology, power refers to the capacity to influence others and
control resources or institutional decisions. Research indicates that individuals

Power, Desire, and Elite Deviance: A Psycho-Social Analysis of the Jeffrey Epstein Case through Freudian Theory
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embedded within extensive political or financial networks often face weaker social
constraints, which may increase the likelihood of deviant behavior [13]. This ability is
seen as a crucial variable in understanding deviant behaviour within human groups
[14].

Research indicates that individuals embedded in extensive political or financial
networks often face weaker social resistance to deviant behavior, as their position
reduces the likelihood of direct punishment or public criticism [15].

Reviews in the literature on the social power have revealed that the historical and
behavioural examples indicate that people in positions of greater power have greater
control over group outputs and behaviours. This in turn affects their likelihood of
deviating in a way that demonstrate less social resistance [16].

1. A sense of impunity: The repeated enhancement resulting from impunity reduces
the impact of the internal moral controls.

The concept of impunity refers to the belief that illegal or deviant acts will not result in
tangible consequences, whether due to a weak legal system, networking, or personal
impact which obstructs accountability. This sense is one of the most prominent structural
contextual element that allow the deviant behaviour to persist and recur. In environments
where impunity is frequent, individuals tend to reduce the impact of internal moral
controls, which is, personal conscience or moral values become less effective in regulating
behaviour [17].

Sociological research indicates that persistent deviance among elites is often associated
with high levels of perceived impunity, which weakens the deterrent effect of moral and
legal norms [18].

The reference: the recent research indicate that the lack of sanctions reinforces a social
environment conducive to additional deviant behaviour and undermines moral norms,
weakening individuals’ association between actions and their consequences [19].”

2. The reinforcement of the network

The network enhancement refers to the approach that the social structures and group ties
support or reproduce behaviours within a specific social network. The deviant behavior is
understood not only as a result of the individual motives, but as a result of the interaction
between the individual and the network environment, that is the relationship network to
which the individual belongs. The strong social networks, especially in elite environments,
can play a role in normalising the deviant behaviours and improving the opportunities of
their continuation [20].

The social networks promote the behaviours throughout several mechanisms [21]:

Power, Desire, and Elite Deviance: A Psycho-Social Analysis of the Jeffrey Epstein Case through Freudian Theory
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a)

b)

d)

The social coverage: this is where criticism or reservations about a specific
behaviour within the group are reduced, especially when the individual engaging in
the behavior is someone with an influence

The mutual enhancement: when the individuals support each other socially, the
behaviour that might be considered deviant in a wider context becomes “normal”
behaviour within that network.

Concealing the deviation: throughout strong relationships and unofficial
agreements which limit the emergence of criticism or official reports.

Studies suggest that social networks can stabilize deviant behavior by reproducing
values and relationships that reduce resistance to norm violations within elite
groups [22].

The reference: from a sociological perspective on deviance, social networks are considered
essential to the survival and perpetuation of deviant behaviours within complex human
communities [23].

The summary of the structural explanation

The power and social impact increase the opportunities of engaging in the
deviant behaviour by promoting control and reducing resistance.

A perceived sense of impunity undermines internal ethical constraints and
promotes the recurrence of deviant behaviors without fear of repercussions.

The network reinforcement functions as a social environment which
reproduces the values and behaviours so that they become justified or
“normal” within the realm of private relationships.

These factors do not operate in isolation from individual psychological motives, but
rather interact with them which makes Deviant behavior emerges from the interaction
between internal psychological motivations and structural social environments to
which he belongs. This represents the essence of structural analysis within this
conceptual framework.

Third: the mediating mechanisms

a) The justification

Justification is a psychological defense mechanism where people change their
interpretation of their deviant behaviors in order to recognize them as reasonable and even
socially acceptable. This ultimately helps them bring the level of tension between their
instinctual desires and moral restrictions down. In the psychoanalytic light, it can be seen
as the ego making an effort of harmonizing the desires of the id and the restrictions coming
from the superego [24][25].

Power, Desire, and Elite Deviance: A Psycho-Social Analysis of the Jeffrey Epstein Case through Freudian Theory
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The person mentally justifies the deviant behavior by describing it as "a legitimate goal,”
"a necessary sacrifice,” or "a reaction to social structure". It is a kind of double trick: not
only do you fool people around you, you also trick yourself, which leads to a moral
conscience getting weaker, and as a result, you are still able to carry out norm, violating
behaviors [26]." A research demonstrated that justification is used by the person as a tool
of reconciliation their inner motives that do not really bother them internally. There are
direct correlations between this idea and episodes of deviation where people have the
opportunity to manufacture subjective accounts in order to rationalize their actions [27].

b) The denial

The denial is a more direct psychological defense mechanism, representing of refusing to
acknowledge the existence of an undesirable or painful truth even if it is supported by
factual evidence. On a psychological level, the denial protects the ego from the anxiety
resulting from direct confrontation with a reality that threatens the self-image or internal
moral values [28].

In the context of deviant behavior, denial functions as an internal barrier that prevents the
individual from recognising or acknowledging the harm inflicted on others, or even from
admitting that their behaviour violates social norms. This might be shown in phrases such
as “no harm was done”, or “it’s not a problem”, or even “everyone does it”.

Research indicates that denial is not merely a temporary emotional reaction, but a complex
defense mechanism that blocks painful or threatening information from consciousness,
allowing the individual to continue their behaviour without real internal disturbance.

c) The projection

The projection is a psychological defense mechanism whereby an individual attributes
internally unacceptable desires or motives to others, rather than confronting them within
themselves. In other words, what is causing anxiety within the self is attributed to another
person, which enables the individual to alleviate feelings of guilt or moral threat [29].

In instances of deviant behavior, the projection can drive an individual to accuse others the
very desires or actions that they strive to conceal or deny within themselves. This
mechanism enables the person to avoid confronting the conflict between the id’s impulses
and moral controls, by removing the conflict from the self and attributing it to others,
which reduces internal psychological pressure [30].

Studies in psychology indicates that projection is associate with the ego identifying the

internal threats and externalising them, thereby, diminishes the self-accountability and
enables the persistence of behavior deemed socially unacceptable [31].

d) The dichotomy

Power, Desire, and Elite Deviance: A Psycho-Social Analysis of the Jeffrey Epstein Case through Freudian Theory


https://al-biruni-journal.jo/

Al-Biruni Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences m)

https://al-biruni-journal.jo =
ISSN 3104-8900 ATLINEASE

nnnnnnnnnnnn

Vol. 04, No.03, 2026, pp. 46-85 —

The dichotomy is a psychological defense mechanism which involves simplifying the
complex moral judgment into straightforward dichotomies such as “good/bad”,
“excellent/poor”, or “either all good or all evil”. In this context, behavior is perceived
merely throughout one of these two extreme values, leaving no room for gradations or
complexities [32].

In cases of the deviance, the individual uses the dichotomy to reduce the complex moral
tension, by portraying their actions as either “all good” (if the person protects or enhances
them) or “all bad” (if they feel threatened by accountability). This mechanism assists to
create a polarised view of moral life, which facilitates the continuation of the deviant
behaviour without confronting the complex moral and realistic dimensions [33].

The studies indicate that the split is common among individuals who face a conflict
between their internal value system and external pressures or gains, as it offers them with a
method to simplify the complex reality into a clear binary without the need for a deep
internal critical review [34].

Mediating mechanisms within the conceptual framework

These defense mechanisms shape a bridge between internal psychological motives (the id)
and overt behavior, throughout [35]:

e Reducing the impact of the superego by falsifying the internal interpretation of
behavior.

e Creating psychological justifications which reduce the moral tension deriving from
the conflict between desires and values.

e Protecting the self from internal conflict by externalising motives or reducing them
to clear dichotomies.

e Sustaining the deviant behaviour within the environments of power and immunity
in which these mechanisms become less subject to accountability or critique

These mechanisms illustrate how the internal motives can be transformed into observable
behaviour that allows the individuals to defend themselves psychologically while
continuing to involve in actions that may deviate from the moral or the social norms.

Connecting intervening mechanisms to contexts of authority and immunity

The evidence from elite case studies and the behavioral deviations suggests that the id's
defense mechanisms do not work in isolation from the social and the political context that
surround the individual. In the case of Jeffrey Epstein, we find that these mechanisms
allow the individual to translate his internal motives into overt behaviour while reducing
the impact of internal moral controls. This due to the favorable environment characterised
by authority and impact, a sense of impunity, and network enhancement [36].

a) The justification in the power environment
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In Epstein’s case, his access to the extensive political and financial networks enabled him
to find convincing interpretations for his actions, which is, to justify deviant behaviour
both internally and externally. Thus, the presence of impact and power created a sense of
immunity as there were no direct or tangible repercussions for his behaviour.

The justification, in this study, not only alleviates the internal psychological conflict, but is
also used as a tool to mitigate the social or legal criticism from the outside world.

The studies show that the elite, who enjoy financial and political immunity, usually use the
justification to legitimize their behaviour, therefore enhancing the ongoing of the deviance
repeatedly.

b) The denial and a sense of impunity

For Epstein, it was the realization that the denial becomes more effective in the
environments that foster a sense of impunity in which his financial and social power
reduced the likelihood of being held accountable. This allowed him to [37]:

e Refuse to acknowledge the harm he caused to others.
e Ignore the moral or legal responsibility.

I n this study, the denial is not just a psychological protection, but it enhances the sense of
immunity and becomes part of an individual strategy to maintain control over his
environment and social surroundings.

c) The projection and network enhancement

In Epstein's social networks, which included influential figures and accomplices, the
projection employs in conjunction with network reinforcement. Thus, it became possible to
[38]:

e Attributing unacceptable motives to others (projection) to relieve internal tension.

e Creating a social environment that supports the ongoing of the deviant behaviour,
as these networks reproduce values or cover which enables the behaviours that
violate social rules without accountability.

e The network structure acts as an intermediary, giving the deviant behaviour
legitimacy within its group, while projection enables it to avoid confronting its own
impulses or personal moral pressures.

d) The division and simplification of moral judgment in an environment of
immunity

The mechanism of splitting becomes particularly pronounced in the contexts characterised
by impunity and the reinforcement of authority, where the individual may [39]:”

e View his actions as “perfectly good” within the logic of his group or network.
e Set aside the complex ethical constraints to simplify self-governance.
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e Construct a rigid binary (self vs. others; right vs. wrong) that minimises the guilt
and mitigates internal psychological conflict.

Such simplification facilitates the continuation of the deviant conduct without a critical
reflection, showing how splitting as a defense mechanism operates in direct conjunction
with social dominance and legal or symbolic immunity.

The summary of the connection

e The psychological defense mechanisms (justification, denial, projection,
dissociation) represent the mediator that enables the id to act without strong
constraints from the superego.

e The structural environment of behaviour, involving the power, impact, impunity,
and social networks, reinforces the effectiveness of these mechanisms.

In the Jeffrey Epstein’s case, the interplay among the intrinsic motivations, power, and
immunity led to the ongoing of complex deviant behaviour, which appeared
coordinated and was socially and legally protected. This makes the study of this
relationship an ideal model for understanding influence-related deviance.

Model of the Motivational Mechanism in Delinquent Behavior

Mediating Mechanisms

Contextual and Environmental

Psychological Drives Excitation Reinstating the urge Factors (Right Column)

to act
Higher Self -
Moral Denial Refusing internal
standards constraints
Ego - Rational
mediator Projection Blaming others’

motives

Impulsivity and Strength —
Entry into high-risk situations
Escape from Punishment —

Feeling invulnerable

Peer Reinforcement —
Supportive environment for
deviance

Splitting

Good/bad duality

The Outcome: the deviant Behavior
Psychological Drives (Left Column)

e Higher Self — Moral standards
o Ego — Rational mediator
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Mediating Mechanisms (Center Column)
o Excitation — Reinstating the urge to act
o Denial — Refusing internal constraints
e Projection — Blaming others’ motives
o Splitting — Good/bad duality
Contextual and Environmental Factors (Right Column)
e Impulsivity and Strength — Entry into high-risk situations
o Escape from Punishment — Feeling invulnerable
e Peer Reinforcement — Supportive environment for deviance

Outcome (Bottom)

o Deviant Behavior

The Model of Driving Dominance in the Context of Power

N\

Mediating Mechanisms

Psychological Motivations ‘ Rationalization  } Contextual and Structural Factors

Superego
Ethical Constraints

Projection

-
&

Deviant Behavior

5. Case Analysis: Jeffrey Epstein

Power and Influence

Impunity

Feeling of Impunity
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The goal of this section is to apply the conceptual framework and the motivational
hegemony model in the context of power to the case of Jeffrey Epstein, concentrating on
the interaction between the psychological motives, deviant behaviors, and the surrounding
social environment. The analysis draws on the publicly accessible documentary sources to
provide a precise scientific reading of the behavior while avoiding direct clinical diagnosis.

5.1 The case analysis: the motives of the id and libido in the context of power
1. The dominance as a main motivational structure

In Freudian theory, the id represents instinctual drives operating according to the pleasure
principle and seeking immediate gratification. Interpreted through this framework, the
repetitive pattern of behavior attributed to Epstein may reflect the dominance of instinctual
drives combined with limited internal moral restraint. The temporal continuity and
systematic repetition suggest that the behavior formed a stable pattern rather than isolated
impulses, similar to what psychoanalytic literature describes as excessive libidinal
investment in specific object [40].

The compulsive repetition and the structure of gratification

Psychoanalytic theory highlights compulsive repetition as a process in which drives are
repeatedly enacted even in the absence of immediate pleasure. This concept helps explain
how deviant behavior may evolve into a stable and structured pattern rather than remaining
an isolated act [41]. In the current case study, the documentary evidence suggests that the
behaviour was not merely a search for sexual gratification, but a repetitive practice bearing
the character of a ritual or system. It consistent with the idea that the drive, when not
reorganised by the ego, turns into a repetitive structure that reproduces itself. This
understanding is consistent with the modern perspectives which view the deviant
behaviours as patterns with the complex internal organisation, not just random impulses
[42].

2. The libido and Power: The Fusion of Drive and Domination

Some recent analytical approaches indicate that libido is not directed exclusively toward
the sexual objects in the narrow sense, but may also be invested in relations of the power
and control. Accordingly, the association of the sexual behaviour with the controlling and
structural practices (victim selection, organising encounters, network management) reflects
the redirection of libidinal energy towards enhancing the dominance. In this context, the
gratification is no longer limited to the sexual act itself, but extents to involve the sense of
the control and subjugation of the other, making power part of the cycle of gratification.
This perspective intersects with the arguments positing that some forms of the deviance are
associated with a narcissistic structure aimed at consolidating the self through control over
others [43].

3. The weakness of the superego and erosion of moral restraint

The conceptual framework assumes that the dominance of the id only translates into overt
behaviour when the superego is weak or relatively ineffective. The superego, as describing

Power, Desire, and Elite Deviance: A Psycho-Social Analysis of the Jeffrey Epstein Case through Freudian Theory


https://al-biruni-journal.jo/

Al-Biruni Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences m)
https://al-biruni-journal.jo

20 A g SEGRAL
............

Vol. 04, No. 03, 2026, pp. 46-85 L AR

the internal standards and moral conscience, usually acts as an internal constraint on illicit
gratification. Nevertheless, the long-term repetition of the behaviour in the absence of a
clear internal deterrent may show the erosion of this constraint or its reshaping in a way
that enables the action to be justified. The literature indicates that some personality
structures with narcissistic or psychopathic traits may exhibit patterns of selective or
instrumental conscience, where the moral standards are applied to others but not to the self.
[44].

4. The organisational structure of behaviour: from motive to system

It is not enough to explain the behaviour as an expression of raw motivation; this case
study shows the elements of institutional organization (networks, intermediaries, specific
places, temporal continuity), which suggests the transfer of motivation from an internal
psychological level to a stable social behavioral pattern. From a psychoanalytic
perspective, the ego may function as an organizational mechanism that facilitates
instinctual drives rather than restraining them. Thus, rational regulation becomes a tool for
facilitating gratification, not for controlling it [45].

5. The convergence of narcissism and authoritarian libido

Some studies demonstrate that the overlap between the pathological narcissism and
exploitative behaviour may lead to a pattern in which the other is redefined as a tool for
self-gratification. In this context, some of the practices attributed to Epstein can be
understood as an expression of an objective relationship regarding reducing the other to a
means, which is consistent with what the literature describes as a disturbance of objective
relationships in extreme narcissistic structures. In this study, the sexual drive is enhanced
via a feeling of superiority and the ability to control the fate of others, which deepens the
cycle of internal reinforcement [46].

6. Testing the first hypothesis in view of the analysis

Considering the aforementioned indicators, the systematic repetition, the investment of
libido in power, diminished moral inhibition, the rational organisation of behavior to serve
drives, and narcissistic traits, supports the consistency of the first hypothesis of the model:
which id dominance, when paired with a weakened superego, permits the formation of
stable deviant behavior. Nonetheless, this analysis constitutes a theoretical interpretation
grounded in documentary sources, not a clinical diagnosis. Methodological literature in
forensic psychology underscores the necessity of differentiating structural behavioral
explanations from direct pathological assessments to uphold scientific rigor [47].

5.2 An extensive analysis of the Jeffrey Epstein case in view of the motivational
dominance model within the context of power.

Methodological Note: This analysis depends on the documented evidence from the court
records, investigative journalistic reports, and official data which provide a theoretical
interpretive reading without claiming a direct clinical diagnosis.
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First: The temporal structure of the situation as an ascending trajectory of
motivational dominance

1. The level of the social establishment and positioning within elite networks

The facts demonstrated that Epstein moved from the modest educational background to
high-level financial circles in New York, where he built a network of relationships with
influential political, academic, and economic figures. This position was not simply a
professional success; it also offered him with highly valuable social capital. From the
perspective of the conceptual model, this level can be explained as the construction of an
enabling environment that allows internal motives to move within a low-risk space. Power,
in this study, is not understood merely as financial resources, but as a relationship structure
that provides symbolic protection and produces informal immunity [48].

In this context, the social position becomes a psychological container that enhances
feelings of superiority and exceptionalism, the feelings that are associated in the literature
with high narcissistic structures, where self-esteem overlaps with the social privilege.
Thus, this makes it easier to redefine moral rules as flexible or transgressible.

2. Regulating the behaviour and transforming it into a stable pattern

The court documents show that the actions were not random, but rather took an organized
form [49]:

e The presence of the assistants and intermediaries.

e The frequent arrangements within specific locations.
e A systematic summons pattern.

e A sustained period of time expanding over years.

This pattern reflects the shift of the motive from the level of individual impulse to a micro-
social system that serves its gratification. Thus, the ego intervenes in its executive function,
but it does not act as a restraint; rather, it serves as an organisational tool in favor of the
idIn this context, rational planning appears to sustain rather than restrain instinctual drives.

This transformation exemplifies what the model describes as the rationalisation of
deviance: higher-order cognitive capacities are harnessed to maintain behavior that fulfills
instinctual drives, thereby deepening the gap between the superego’s moral function and
the ego’s operational conduct [50].

Second: The intersection of the libido and power — from sexual gratification to the
gratification of control

a) The power as an extension of libido

The testimonies indicate that the behaviour was not limited to the sexual act itself, but
involved obvious factors of control [51]:

e Choosing the victims
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e Imposing the conditions
e Controlling the spatial context
e Utilizing the intermediaries to facilitate access

This suggests that libido is not merely invested in the body, but also in the act of the
domination itself; domination becomes part of the structure of gratification. In the
psychoanalysis, this can be understood as a transformation of the instinctual energy into an
act that asserts dominance, which provides the actor a sense of superiority and sovereignty.

Within this framework, the other is treated a functional object rather than an independent
self, indicating a disturbance in object relations, where the other is reduced to a mere
instrument. In this context, the cycle between narcissism and power-driven libido is
enhanced [52].

5.3. Exploiting the age and social differences

The court records demonstrate that many of the victims were minors or from vulnerable
social backgrounds. This factor is highly significant analytically, as it uncovers that the
gratification was rely not only on the sexual desire, but also on an imbalance of power.

The selection of relatively weak individuals enhances the hypothesis that a sense of the
dominance was an essential component of the behavioural structure. The wider the power
gap, the stronger the sense of control. This brings us back to the model's central premise:
when the instinctual motives converge with the social structure that enables for unchecked
control, a stable, deviant pattern emerges.

Third: Impunity as a form of psychological enhancement
a) The plea agreement of 2008

One of the most significant turning points in the case was the 2008 plea agreement in
Florida, which resulted in a relatively lenient sentence compared to the seriousness of the
charges. From a psycho-behavioral perspective, this event shows a powerful reinforcement
point.

Partial impunity leads to:

e Reduce the impact of the superego (because the system did not punish severely)
e Reinforce the sense of exceptionalism
e Strengthen the belief in immunity

In this context, experience fails to generate deterrence and instead strengthens the
behaviour. Within the framework of the motivational dominance model, the absence of the
external checks permits the id to operate with increased assurance, given that the
environment implicitly confirms that potential risks can be managed.

Fourth: the social networks as a normalisation mechanism

1. The presence within the political and academic circles
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The images, reciprocal visits, and relationships with the influential figures shaped a strong
symbolic cover. This presence at formal events or within prestigious academic institutions
lent an implicit social legitimacy.

In this framework, the network functions as the follows:

A mechanism for concealment
A source of legitimacy

A deterrent to victims

A means of redefining reality

As the network extends, the deviance becomes less visible and more integrated into the
social structure. This aligns with the concept of "network enhancementt” in the conceptual
model.

Fifth: The mechanisms of defense in the practical application

1. Justification

In some testimonies, the narratives showed that the downplayed the seriousness of the acts
or redefined them as "consensual” relationships. This reflects a reshaping of the action

within a subjective logic that reduces the sense of guilt. Thus, the justification acts as a
bridge that enables the id to move without a direct clash with the superego.

2. The denial
Continued of public denial or downplaying of accusations represents a form of
psychological denial that protects the self-image from collapse. The complete admission

means confronting the contradiction among the elitist self-image and actual behavior, a
contradiction that threatens psychological cohesion.

3. The division

The dualistic lifestyle (high-status social actor/accused of serious deviance) can be
illustrated by a mechanism of splitting, in which the two contradictory images are kept
separate without being merged. This enables for the continuation of the high social
functioning without internal collapse.

Sixth: The peak and collapse

1. Federal arrest in 2019

Reopening the case and his arrest in New York represented a collapse of the previous
protective structure. For the first time, the federal judicial system became a direct party.

Thus, the dominance of motives collides with a greater legal authority.

2. Death inside prison
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Epstein’s death in a Manhattan detention center (officially ruled a suicide) ended up the
procedural process, yet it did not end the questions about the networks and structures
surrounding the case. From the model perspective, the end can be understood as a sudden
collapse of the control structure, in which the self has moved from a dominance position to
a complete helplessness position.

3. A comprehensive analytical conclusion
In the case of collecting the data:

Intense instinctual drives (id dominance)

Weakness or relative inactivity of the superego
Employment of the ego in regulation rather than inhibition
Repeated enhancement throughout impunity

Networks that offer legitimacy and protection

Defense mechanisms that reduce moral tension

A stable, multi-level skewed pattern is formed.

e The case is not limited to an individual deviation, yet rather represents a complex
interaction between:

Internal psychological structure

An empowering social context

An authoritarian structure that offers immunity

Defensive mechanisms which ensure continuity

This confirms the validity of the motivational hegemony model in the context of power as
a multi-layered explanatory framework.

4. First: The motives of the id and libido

A review of the documents and records shows that many of Epstein's actions can be
illustrated from the id dominance perception:

e The systematic and repetitive sexual behaviours demonstrate a persistent instinctual
motive, reflecting a desire unrestrained by moral or social norms.

e The practices related to victim control and abuse of the power show that the libido
was not channeled throughout the ethical means, yet rather employed to promote
the personal and social control.

This confirms the first hypothesis: the dominance of the id and the weakness of the
superego enable for the establishment of the deviant behaviour.

5. Second: Weakness the superego and moral dissociation

The documents indicate that Epstein acted with near-total disregard for the ethical
standards and laws:
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e Continuing the exploitative practices in spite of the widespread suspicions and
scandals

e The ability to reshape the behaviour internally as a "business activity" or "social
network".

All of these reflect a weakness of the superego, which is consistent with the fifth
hypothesis about the erosion of the superego due to a sense of immunity.

6. Third: the power as a narcissistic compensation mechanism
Evidence indicates that Epstein built a vast network of the political and social impact:

e His relationships with prominent political and artistic figures.
e Using impact to secure legal immunity.
e Exploiting wealth and reputation to strengthen his position

These observations support the second hypothesis, which views the power as a modern
mechanism for internal narcissism, and enables for the practice of the deviance without any
external resistance.

7. Fourth: the psychosexual fixation and the impacts of the early childhood.

The theoretical psychological analyses indicate that some patterns of persistent the deviant
behaviour can be illustrated throughout a psychosexual fixation at an early stage:

e Repeated exposure to the same types of the sexual exploitation over many years
e The significant difficulty controlling the sexual impulses
e Exploiting positions of power to enhance the immature desires

These phenomena are consistent with the third hypothesis and explain the persistence of
incomplete motivational patterns in the adult personality.

8. Fifth: The psychological defense mechanisms

The documents enhance the idea that Epstein employed a set of psychological defense
mechanisms to reduce his feelings of guilt or moral anxiety:

e The justification: describe his behaviour as a social network or an investment in
"young talent".

e The denial: ignore the harm done to the victims or the laws.

e The projection and division: blame the victims or the environment for events, and
reducing the moral judgments to an extreme dichotomy.

These mediating mechanisms illustrate how the id was able to exert its impact effectively
without interference from the superego.

8. Sixth: The influence of the structural and network environment

Power, Desire, and Elite Deviance: A Psycho-Social Analysis of the Jeffrey Epstein Case through Freudian Theory


https://al-biruni-journal.jo/

Al-Biruni Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences
https://al-biruni-journal.jo

26

Vol. 04, No. 03, 2026, pp. 46-85 BevicaR e
ISSN 3104-8900

The network the of social, economic, and political impact offer an enabling environment
for the deviant behaviour:

e Limited media coverage of specific events.

e Partial legal immunity.
e Alliances with economic and political elites.

These observations support the fourth hypothesis regarding the normalisation of the
deviance throughout the structure of the power and highlight the key role of the
environment in enhancing the persistence of the behaviour.

9. The authoritarian reinforcement loop

The case of Epstein applies the authoritarian reinforcement loop model:

Increasing Enhancing
; the sense of The
the deviant . Y, buThe

behavior

superiority

The analysis demonstrates how each point in this series enhanced the next, leading to
an escalation of behaviour that continued for many years.

10. The analytical Summary

It can be argued that Epstein's case represents a vivid example of the interaction
between the internal motivations and the authoritarian environment; the analysis shows
the following:

1. How the instinctual motives can be turned into effective social behaviour.

2. How the immunity and influence can erode internal moral controls.

3. The role of psychological defense mechanisms in enhancing the ongoing of the
deviant behaviour.

Therefore, this study provides a practical application of the conceptual framework as well
as it proves the usefulness of using Freud's theory to understand cases of the sexual
deviance related to the power.

Methodological introduction
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This chapter is depended on federal court documents, civil lawsuit transcripts, the 2008
plea agreement, and the 2019 federal indictment. Furthermore, it is based on extensive
investigative reports in reputable international newspapers. The analysis adopts a psycho-
social explanation approach without claiming a direct clinical diagnosis, while adhering to
the facts founded in public records [53].

First: the structural path of the social mobility and the building of symbolic capital

Epstein began working as a teacher in a private school in New York. Shortly afterward,
leveraging his personal connections, the young man was able to make a career switch into
the financial sector. In due time, he got in touch with the most elite financial institutions,
and even set up a company for managing the assets of the most wealthy. Such a position
gave him the chance to establish relations with the highest circles of political and academic
fields, thus firmly consolidating his image as a businessman of a very high level of
influence. Going up the ladder of success, in this particular case, was not only a matter of a
change for the better of the professional situation. On the contrary, it also meant the
construction of a huge symbolic social immunity, serving as a positive scenario and
making the chances for the even earlier accountability minimal [54].

Second: the initial incidents and investigations in Florida
(2005-2007)

The government investigation was officially launched in 2005 in Palm Beach, Florida after
a news report told that some younger girls were brought to his house for a money as a
reward. Therefore, local law enforcement documentation has shown several evidences of
girls who made complaints of hostile and sexual molestation. In addition, the probes
brought out the evidence of a constant scheme of middlemen that selecting victims, thereby
demonstrating the existence of an organized network rather than a few isolated individuals
[55].

Third: plea agreement for the year 2009

In 2008, Epstein entered into a plea agreement with the U.S. Attorney's Office for the
Southern District of Florida in which he conceded two charges at the state level of
soliciting prostitution. As a result, the federal cases against him were dismissed and several
of his collaborators were given immunity. He was sentenced to a fairly light sentence in
prison which gave him the possibility of work release every day outside of jail. This
negotiation however faced a lot of criticism mainly after it was revealed that the victims
were not properly informed.

Fourth: reopening of the case and the legal appeals

Back in 2018, a federal court ruled that the 2008 non, prosecution agreement was a breach
of victims' rights as per the Crime Victims' Rights Act. The main reason for the court
ruling was that the victims had not been adequately informed about the matter. This
decision led to the reopening of the case and the coming down of the procedural protection
which had earlier kept Epstein away from a wider federal prosecution [56].
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Fifth: the 2019 Federal Indictment

According to July 2019, Epstein was charged with federal sex trafficking of minors and
conspiracy charges based on alleged events from 2002 to 2005 in New York and Florida.
In addition, the indictment described a structured recruitment operation with the financial
transfers, meeting schedule, and victims' transportation across state lines that were the most
visible signs of its existence. Apart from the individual acts, these elements indicate a
certain organizing and methodical side of the behaviour, which is even pointing towards a
more established pattern of the activity [57].

Sixth: the property and spatial structure of behavior

According to the investigations, Epstein had multiple luxurious residences in New York
Florida Paris, as well as a private island in the U.S. Virgin Islands. Court papers uncovered
that a number of these locations were exploited in the offenses committed by him. Such
geographical scattering indicates an adaptable modus operandi which allows the
prolongation of the criminal activity at the same time the highest level of secrecy is
preserved [58].

Seventh: the civil certificates and acknowledgments

In later civil lawsuits, several victims gave very detailed testimonies outlining the
recruitment pattern, the role of middlemen, and the means through which silence was
enforced, including the use of financial confidentiality agreements. These testimonies
evidence the fact that such conduct was based on the repeated forging of trust and the
taking advantage of social vulnerability [59].

Eighth: the arrest, detention, and death

Epstein was taken into custody on July 6 2019 at Teterboro Airport, New Jersey and was
brought to the Manhattan Detention Center. On August 10 2019 he was found dead in his
cell and the New York City Medical Examiner's Office determined the cause of death as
suicide by hanging. This event sparked a lot of concerns about monitoring methods,
however the official inquiries found no evidence of any criminal act [60].

Ninth: the psycho-structural analysis of the case

The sequence of events demonstrates a complex interaction between the internal
motivations and an enabling power context. The temporal continuity, the networked
organisation of the activities, and the partial impunity resulting from the 2008 agreement
all enhance the hypothesis that the social and political environment contributed to the
prolongation of the behaviour. Furthermore, the way of targeting minors in the contexts of
the social vulnerability reflects a structural imbalance in power in which the desire for
domination is intertwined.

From the perspective of the motivational dominance model, it can be argued that the
psychological structure (intense motives) met with a social structure that offers protection,
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and with legal procedural loopholes, to produce a stable pattern that expands over the
years.

Tenth: the synthetic conclusion

The case study shows that the phenomenon cannot be illustrated as an isolated individual
deviation, yet rather as the result of a multi-level interaction between [61]:

Internal motivation structure

High economic resources
Influential social networks
Controversial prosecution decisions
Gaps in the application of justice

agkrownpE

The integration of these factors contributed to the formation of what could be called a
"temporary immunity structure,” until it collapsed under the pressure of federal review in
2019.

6. Comparative Analysis: Epstein and Weinstein

6.1 The methodological introduction

This section evaluates the explanatory validity of the Motivational Dominance Model by
comparing the Epstein and Weinstein cases. Although they occur in different fields—
financial-political networks and the film industry both cases reveal similar patterns of
power concentration, deviant behavior, and institutional protection mechanisms, yet the
share various characteristics such as: (1) a high concentration within the hierarchy of
power, (2) a pattern of sexually deviant behavior extending over time, (3) the presence of
networked or institutional protection mechanisms, and (4) a sudden collapse following
legal and/or media shifts. Thus, the analysis is based on the federal indictments, judicial
rulings, and documented investigative reports [62].

First: the power structure and the type of social capital

In the case of Epstein, the power was consolidated throughout financial-political capital
and cross-sectoral elite networks, which offered him with the ability to move within highly
secure, closed spaces, involving the relationships with the prominent political and
academic figures. This positioning enhanced a “symbolic immunity” which reduced the
likelihood of early accountability, especially in view of the 2008 agreement that dropped
potential federal prosecutions and granted immunity to the collaborators [63].

In contrast, the Weinstein's power rested on the corporate capital within the film industry,
in which he held pivotal positions in influential production firms, granting him decision-
making power over employment, funding, and awards. This type of power created direct
professional dependence for potential victims and fostered an environment of silence
supported by financial settlements and confidential agreements prior to 2017. [64]
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Second: the behavioral and organisational patterns

The federal indictment against Epstein (2019) showed an organised form of recruiting
minors between 2002-2005, including intermediaries, scheduled meetings, financial
transfers, and the use of various properties (New York, Florida, and others). This reflects a
stable operational structure that exceeds individual impulsivity to a sustained systemic
pattern [65].

While, in the Weinstein case, the testimonies and convictions in New York (2020)
uncovered a recurring way of luring adult women to hotel rooms or private offices under
the guise of professional meetings, then exploiting the imbalances of power. Despite the
fact that there was no network of intermediaries in the same sense, the institutional
structure of the industry performed an equivalent allowing function throughout the fear of
professional exclusion [66].

Third: the age differences and vulnerability

Epstein’s case was distinguished by the presence of underage victims, as pointed out in the
indictments and civil lawsuits, an element that doubles the imbalance of the power and
introduces a more serious legal dimension (sexual trafficking of minors). Within the
framework of the model, this structural imbalance of power is considered as an
amplification of libido throughout the control over socially vulnerable groups [67].

In the case of Weinstein, the victims were usually adults, but in positions of apparent
professional dependency (aspiring young actresses, female employees), in which the
control over employment opportunities represented a mechanism of pressure. Therefore,
the control is not relied on merely the age but on professional capital, which confirms that
“motivational dominance” may feed on any severe imbalance of power, even in the case of
reaching the legal age of majority [68].

Fourth: the protection mechanisms and the impunity

The 2008 Florida agreement marked a turning point in the case of Epstein; the non-
prosecution agreement has granted him broad immunity, with a relatively lenient sentence.
This was then illustrated by the legal scholars as a procedural failure to notify the victims
in accordance with the Victims’ Rights Act. This event is offered a structural
'reinforcement’ of impunity which resulting in weakening the effect of external deterrence
[69].

Whereas, In the case of Weinstein, the collapse was preceded by a wave of financial
settlements and secret agreements (NDAs) which contributed to the perpetuation of
silence. With the establish of the (MeToo) movement in 2017, the mechanisms of
protection broke down gradually under the increasing media and judicial pressure which
reflects a shift in the environment from empowerment to accountability.

Fifth: the collapse period and the procedural shift
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Epstein was arrested on July 6, 2019, at Teterboro Airport on new federal charges, and he
died on August 10, 2019, at the Manhattan detention centre; the medical examiner ruled his
death a suicide. The federal arrest marked a shift from localised immunity to broad
national accountability.

On the other hand, in 2020, Weinstein was convicted in New York iand sentenced to
prison. Later, in 2022, he convicted in California. This final judicial conviction (with
subsequent appeals) reveals a complete breakdown of the institutional authority that had
long provided cover [70].

Sixth: the comparative structural psychoanalysis

The comparison indicates that the instinct by itself does not explain the temporal
persistence as the behavioral stability requires a structure of enablement. In Epstein’s case,
elite networks and procedural arrangements acted as an 'external amplifier' that reduced the
cost of risk. In Weinstein’s case, the professional institution and its role in controlling
opportunities played a similar function, thoughout with a various medium (profession
rather than money—politics) [71].

From the perspective of the motivational hegemony model, the two cases converge in: (1)
the organisational use of the ego to emply the motive, (2) the disabling of the superego by
external reinforcement, and (3) the operation of defense mechanisms (denial,
rationalisation, silencing) within the power environments. They differ in the nature of the
power field (closed elitist versus relatively open industry) as well as in the composition of
the victims (minors versus professionally dependent adults) [72].

Seventh: the synthetic summary

The comparison ensures that the sexual deviance that expands over time in the power
context is not understood as an isolated individual act, rather as the result of a three-way
interaction as follows [73]:

1. Condense internal pressure

2. A power structure that generates a severe imbalance of power

3. Protection mechanisms that reduce the likelihood of accountability until the
moment of environmental transition (legally/media).

Accordingly, the comparative analysis enhances the validity of the motivational dominance
model in the power context as a multi-level framework that illustrates the structural
similarity across different fields of power, while retaining sensitivity to contextual
differences.

6.2 The legal supplement to the case of Jeffrey Epstein

The legal trajectory of the Epstein case provides an important institutional context for the
psycho-social analysis presented in this study. The Palm Beach investigation initiated in
2005 revealed testimonies from underage victims and evidence suggesting the existence of
a recruitment network involving intermediaries [74][75].
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A major turning point occurred in 2008 with the controversial non-prosecution agreement
reached with federal prosecutors in Florida. The agreement resulted in the dismissal of
potential federal charges and granted immunity to several associates, which later became
the subject of extensive legal and public criticism [76].

In 2019, a federal court determined that the earlier agreement had violated the Crime
Victims’ Rights Act because victims had not been properly informed, reopening legal
scrutiny of the case [77-78]. Subsequently, Epstein was indicted in July 2019 on federal
charges related to sex trafficking of minors and conspiracy based on incidents alleged to
have occurred in New York and Florida [79-80].

These developments illustrate how institutional responses evolved over time and how
earlier procedural decisions may have contributed to the temporary persistence of the
deviant behavioral patterns analyzed in this research.

7. Discussion

This section presents the explanations of the results from the analysis of Jeffrey Epstein’s
case, and connecting them to the conceptual model and Sigmund Freud’s theory, while
highlighting the psychological and social dimensions of power and deviance.

First: connecting the internal motivations with the overt behavior

The study revealed that the dominance of the id and repressed libido, along with a weak
superego, shaped a psychological basis for the deviant behaviour.

This confirms that the sexual deviance connected to the power is not solely a conscious
choice, but rather the result of an interaction between:

«The internal motivations
A y 4

«The psychological defense mechanisms
A A A

eThe structural conditions surrounding the person
A A A

Second: The impact of the power and the structural environment

e The findings suggest that environments characterized by influence and perceived
immunity weaken internal moral regulation and enable deviant behavior to persist
and escalate.
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e It enhances the senses of narcissism and superiority.

This interaction between the impact and behaviour reveals that examining the deviance in
the elite requires connecting the psychoanalysis to the social and political context, and not
limiting it to merely the individual.

Third: Psychological defense mechanisms as a mediator

Psychological defense mechanisms played a central role in enabling Epstein to reduce
feelings of guilt, reinterpret his behavior, and maintain deviant behavioral patterns. This
highlights the importance of incorporating psychological mediators into analyses of power-
related deviance.

Fourth: the nutritional cycle of the deviant behavior

The authoritarian enhancement loop explained how the deviant behaviour can become
frequent and sustained thanks to the interaction between impunity and the reinforcement of
a sense of absolute power.

This finding highlights the role of external reinforcement in sustaining deviant behavior
within power structures.

Fifth: Theoretical contribution

This study contributes to the literature in three ways:

=

It applies Freudian psychoanalytic theory to contemporary cases of elite deviance.

2. It integrates psychoanalytic analysis with sociological perspectives on power
structures.

3. It proposes a conceptual framework applicable to other cases of power-related

deviance.

8. Conclusion

This research identifies that sexual deviance at high echelons of power cannot be explained
purely in terms of psychological deficits of the individual. It is rather viewed as the
outcome of the interplay between psychological dynamics and structural factors associated
with reduced accountability.

Jeffrey Epstein is an example of how extreme primal urges, diminished conscience, and
powerful networks that support can come together to create a long, term deviant pattern of
behavior.

The Motivational Dominance Model outlined here offers a theoretical structure for
discussing other cases where the psychological needs and the institutional power overlap.
By combining psychoanalytic insights and sociological viewpoints on power at the top,
this paper has made a contribution to the cross, disciplinary study of political psychology
and the deviance of the elite.
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The Future Recommendations

a) Carrying out comparative studies of more influential cases to see how far the
conceptual model can be used.

b) Broadening the range of the research to include the cultural and institutional
elements that cause the continuation of deviance.

c) Creating the qualitative measurement tool that links the single psychoanalytic
interpretation with the societal and environmental context of the elite.
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